Comments received from past participants of the S.P.I.C.E. Camp

S.P. wrote:

“S.P.I.C.E. camp was a very valuable experience for me. During this camp, I was exposed to many different aspects of science that I normally don't think of. Living for a week at the Kananaskis Field Station was lots of fun and gave the feeling as if you were really a field researcher. It was great to meet real people working in the research field, and do things that they would normally do such as trap and track mice, learn about bark beetles and different types of plants in the Kananaskis valley. I would recommend this camp to any girl that wants to discover some really great jobs in the science field.”

L.A. wrote:

“I attended the SPICE camp in 2003, when I was between 12 and 13 years old. I am 16 now, in high school, and I still haven't forgotten the great times I had while at this camp. From time to time I will remember random things that we did, such as placing mice in a bag of fluorescent power and then tracking their glowing footprints through the brush; or setting up huge nets and waiting to catch a live bat to observe. (We were cold, stiff, but always hopeful.) On occasion I will stumble across the photos I took, and I will laugh as my memory is refreshed. 

Thanks to SPICE camp, I was presented with the opportunity of attending another camp, called EYRE (Environmental Youth Research Experience) in 2005. Though this camp I was allowed to work one on one with a woman scientist as she went about her daily research routine. It was a great experience, which never would have been available to me had I not attended SPICE camp.

If someone was unsure as to whether or not to attend this camp, I would tell them to go for it! SPICE is a great opportunity to learn about the hundreds of options available to anybody even slightly considering a career in the sciences.”

H.G. wrote:

“As the parent of a girl who attended the camp, she had a wonderful time at SPICE.  She talked for days about it afterward and still encourages Guides & PFs to attend, if they can, (as a DC and leader I encourage my Guiders to tell their girls about it).  She still wears her SPICE bandana and hoodie she purchased at the Field Station.”

J.S. wrote:

“SPICE camp was a very valuable experience for me.  I got to meet new people who had the same interests as me while getting hands-on experience learning about the environment. The program provided me with a very useful (and rare) demonstration of the kinds of careers available to people going into the field of science.  I have been planning to become a biologist since before SPICE camp and I found the whole experience very informative.  I learned new things about the regional animals and plant life, the pine beetle infestation, mice populations and more, met many amazing people, and had a chance to practice and use teamwork and leadership skills.  Nothing I have done within a school program has been as beneficial to me as SPICE camp was.” 

B.S. wrote:

“The S.P.I.C.E. camp was a great experience for me.  I had the opportunity to meet other girls who are interested in science, learn about different careers in environmental sciences, and interact with experts in a small group.  It has been well over a year since I attended S.P.I.C.E. camp, and I still remember it as a highlight in my life.”

A.L. wrote:

“To the question of what do you remember most...well I remember the friends I made the most. I talk to a few of them still and hang out with the as much as I can. I will never forget the memories with the counselors and my friends that will last me a lifetime of laughter.” 

K.M. wrote:




“I just want to make it clear that I will NEVER forget spice camp. It was the best Girl Guide camp I have attended. Not only was it a great experience but it has directed me towards pursuing a career in Environmental Science. I look forward to possibly doing fieldwork at the Kananaskis station through U of C. My most memorable moments were studying the bats and shrews. As well as hiking in the beautiful terrain of Kananaskis. While writing this all the memories are coming back to me! I also really appreciated the leaders; they were kind people and left an impression in my memory. As well I remember that on the last day of our camp, we awoke to find about an inch of snow outside! I believe that all young girls deserve a chance to experience S.P.I.C.E camp. It offers a beneficial experience to girls to let them discover environmental science and the benefits of such studies. I want to thank the women who made it possible for me to attend S.P.I.C.E camp. I also want to urge them to continue their efforts.” 

K.B. wrote:

“The sessions were fun.  Some were a little long but other than that it was cool to learn stuff and then be able to relate it to things we did at school.  I understood and had experience in areas that other kids in my class did not.  We also got to learn about Kananaskis history and nature that we could not have done other wise.  All the activities we did would not be capable of doing at a regular guide camp.  We experienced hands on with a lot of different projects.”

“I loved to hang out with the counselors and scientists.  It was also fun to make new friends.  I still keep in touch with 3 of them.  One of my friends I meet at spice camp I have seen at other guiding events like night trek.”  

K.K. wrote:

“…the S.P.I.C.E. program was an invaluable experience for me. It allowed me a closer look into the world of science, and how scientific careers work. …. 

“I would highly recommend this program to anyone interested, even slightly, in science.”

